A Responsible Educational Handover: Improving Communication to Improve Learning.
An important tenet of competency-based medical education is that the educational continuum should be seamless. The transition from undergraduate medical education (UME) to graduate medical education (GME) is far from seamless, however. Current practices around this transition drive students to focus on appearing to be competitively prepared for residency. A communication at the completion of UME-an educational handover-would encourage students to focus on actually preparing for the care of patients. In April 2018, the American Medical Association's Accelerating Change in Medical Education consortium meeting included a debate and discussion on providing learner performance measures as part of a responsible educational handover from UME to GME. In this Perspective, the authors describe the resulting five recommendations for developing such a handover: (1) The purpose of the educational handover should be to provide medical school performance data to guide continued improvement in learner ability and performance; (2) the process used to create an educational handover should be philosophically and practically aligned with the learner's continuous quality improvement; (3) the educational handover should be learner-driven with a focus on individualized learning plans that are coproduced by the learner and a coach or advisor; (4) the transfer of information within an educational handover should be done in a standardized format; and (5) together, medical schools and residency programs must invest in adequate infrastructure to support learner improvement. These recommendations are shared to encourage implementation of the educational handover and to generate a potential research agenda that can inform policy and best practices.